The excitation cross sections of the 2S state of atomic hydrogen at 10 low incident electron energies (10.30 and 54.5 eV) have been calculated using the variational polarized method. Nine partial waves are used to get convergence of cross sections in the above energy range. The maximum of the cross section is 0.137 πa 2 0 at 11.14 eV which is close to the experimental result 0.163 ± 0.2 πa 2 0 at 11.6 ± 0.2 eV. The present results are compared with other calculations, many of them are based on the close-coupling approximation, including the R-matrix method. Differential cross sections at 13.6 eV incident energy have also been calculated. Spin-flip cross sections have been calculated and compared with those obtained using the close-coupling approximation.
Introduction
Cross sections for excitation of the 2S state of atomic hydrogen at low incident electron energies is a two-channel problem. It requires that two coupled equations must be solved. The close-coupling method of Burke et al. [1] in which the total wave function is expanded in eigenstates of the hydrogen atom has been applied to calculate excitation cross sections. This wave function has both 1S and 2S states and therefore is equivalent to solving two coupled equations. In one approximation, they retained 1S and 2S eigenstates while in the other they retained 1S, 2S and 2P eigenstates. The second approximation gives 66% of the asymptotic polarizability of the 1S state of the hydrogen atom.
Callaway [2] has carried out calculations for excitation in the range 12 to 54 eV using 11-state expansion including seven pseudostates. A similar calculation in the above energy range has been carried out by Callaway et al. [3] using six-state close-coupling expansion including an optical potential. The results of these two calculations are essentially the same. Scott et al. [4] have performed calculations using the standard R-matrix close-coupling method using nine-state basis which consists of three eigenstates and six pseudostates. Their results are in agreement with those of Callaway et al. [3] . The calculations in [2] [3] [4] are essentially based on the close-coupling approximation, and therefore, results are expected to be not too different. Implementing the Schmidt orthogonalization procedure in the R-matrix method, cross sections at intermediate energies have been calculated by Bartschat et al. [5] . Their results are given in a figure and the maximum of the cross section appear to be around 0.07 πa 2 0 at about 13.6 eV. This maximum value is much lower than the experimental value and also the results of other calculations.
There are other calculations in which the excitation has been treated as a single-channel problem and the initial state wave function is in principle an exact solution of the Schrödinger equation, has been calculated by using some approximation. Lloyd and McDowell [6] carried out calculations using the method of polarized orbitals [7] for the first three partial waves and Bessel functions for the higher partial waves. Calculations by Poet [8] were carried out by assuming that the co-ordinate wave function is spherically symmetric with respect to both incident electron and target electron positions.
Because a hydrogen atom has only one electron, different methods of calculation have been tried to infer the feasibility of various calculations and the accuracy of results. It seems that an exact calculation of excitation is not possible in spite of the presence of only one atomic electron in the target. The last two calculations amount to treating the excitation as a one-channel problem. However, the results obtained in these five calculations [1, 2, 4, 6, 8] do not agree with each other as indicated in Table 1 . The present calculation has been carried out using the variational polarized orbital method of Bhatia [9] . In this method, the asymptotic polarizabilty is 4.5 a 3 0 , the exact value. This again is a single-channel or a distorted wave calculation. However, in the scattering calculations carried out, the phase shifts obtained in this calculation have lower bounds to the exact phase shifts. This approach has also been applied to calculate Feshbach resonances [10] and photoabsorption cross sections [11] . The results obtained in [9] [10] [11] are accurate and compare well with the results obtained in various previous calculations and experiments. It is expected that the present calculation carried out in the distorted-wave approximation, using the variational method of polarized orbitals, will provide accurate results for excitation cross sections as well, calculated in a single-channel approximation.
Calculations
The present calculation, as mentioned above, has been carried out in the distorted-wave approximation. The total cross section from a state 'i' to a state 'f ' can be written
where k i and k f are the initial and final momenta and T f i is a matrix element given by
In the above expression,
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Z is the nuclear charge, r 1 and r 2 indicate the position of the incident and target electrons, and
We assume that the nucleus has an infinite mass. The initial state wave function, in principle, an exact solution of the Schrödinger equation, is given by:
Temkin and Lamkin [12] have shown, using the adiabatic approximation in the first-order-perturbation theory and using the dipole part of the resulting perturbed wave function, that in the presence of the incident electron r 1 the effective target wave function can be written as
where θ 12 is the angle between → r 1 and → r 2 . The smooth cutoff function χ ST , introduced by Shertzer and Temkin [13] , is given by
The function u 1s→p is given by
The target function is given by
The scattering function u(r 1 ) in Equation (1) is given by
In the above equation, we have used the plane wave normalization:
The equation for the function u(r 1 ) is obtained from
The integration in the above equation is carried out over dΩ 1 and d → r 2 , as indicated in [9] and the resulting integro-differential equations for all partial waves are solved by a noniterative method, as indicated in the Appendix A. The initial wave is assumed to be exact and the final state wave function is given by
The excited state wave function is given by
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Cross section for excitation is given by
In the above equation k i and k f are the initial and final momenta, and θ f i is the angle between the initial and final electron directions.
Cross Sections
Cross sections for excitation from 1S to 2S state have been calculated for the partial waves L = 0 to L = 8 and they are given in Table 2 for various incident momentum k = 0.87 to 2.00. The convergence at lower energies is good up to fifth and sixth decimal places while at energies higher than 14.15 eV (corresponding to k = 1.05 in the Table 2 ) it is good up to the third decimal place. [6] calculated cross sections using the polarized orbital method which does not provide bounds on phase shifts. They used this method for partial waves L = 0, 1, and 2 and for higher partial waves, they used Bessel functions for the continuum functions. The present results are expected to be accurate compared to those in [6] because the variational method has been used for partial waves 0 to 8, however, the method in [6] is not even variationally correct for the first three partial waves (0, 1, and 2) and Bessel functions have been used for the higher partial waves. McCarthy et al. [14] calculated the polarization potential, which is due to excitation to the excited states, for 2S, 2P, 3S, 3P, 4P, and 5P states. They find that the excitation cross section at 54.4 eV is 0.092 πa 2 0 , which is lower than the present value and higher than that obtained by Burke et al. [1] at the same energy.
Poet [8] carried out his calculation by neglecting all angular momenta for all low and medium energies. This amounts to using spherical symmetric wave functions. It is clear from Table 1 that the previous calculations give different results and there is no agreement between them. However, the present results are closer to the results obtained using the close-coupling approximation which is equivalent to solving two-coupled equations. However, the close-coupling approximation [1] does not include the full asymptotic polarizability of the hydrogen atom. Therefore, these results cannot be considered accurate in the absence of the full polarizability.
Kauppila et al. [15] obtained absolute values for a 2S cross section by measuring the ratio of the 2S and 2P cross sections in a modulated crossed-beam experiment and using the previously measured 2P cross sections [16, 17] which have been normalized to the Born approximation at high energies. They obtained maximum of 2S excitation cross section of 0.163 ± 0.020 πa 2 0 at 11.6 ± 0.2 eV, while the present calculation gives the maximum of the cross section of 0.137 πa 2 0 at 11.14 eV. Burke et al. [1] get maximum value of 0.1783 πa 2 0 at 13.6 eV. After 11.14 eV the cross section decreases and has a minimum at 16.46 eV and again has another maximum value at 34.82 eV as shown in Figure 1 . 
Spin-Flip Cross Section
Spin-flip cross section is given by:
F(θ) and G(θ) are the singlet and triplet matrix elements for excitation, respectively. Here F(θ) and G(θ) are independent of angles, we can, therefore, write:
Matrix elements F and G at k = 1.0 are given in Table 3 . Cross sections for various values of k are given in Table 4 . There is a maximum at the threshold and a minimum at k = 1.02 as shown in Figure 2 . The present results have been compared with those obtained by Burke et al. [1] and the present spin-flip cross sections are higher than those obtained in [1] . The present results have been compared with those obtained by Burke et al. [1] and the present spinflip cross sections are higher than those obtained in [1] . 
Differential Cross Sections
Differential cross section for excitation is given by:
Total differential cross section is given by:
The resulting differential cross section is the sum of the singlet differential cross section and three times the triplet differential cross section. Differential cross sections as a function of scattering angle θ f i , in an interval of five degrees, are given in Table 5 for k i = 1.0. It is strongly peaked in the forward direction and has a minimum at θ f i = 45 degrees, as indicated in Figure 3 . The differential cross section rapidly decreases in the beginning as the scattering angle increases. There are no measurements of the differential cross section at this energy to compare with the present results. The total cross section is obtained by multiplying the above equation by sin θ f i and summing the results for all θ f i . Total cross section obtained thus is 0.089648 πa 2 0 in good agreement with the direct calculation which gives 0.089474 πa 2 0 . Differential cross sections over the angular range 20 to 140 degrees have been measured by Williams and Willis [18] for incident energies of 54 to 680 eV. They state that the experimental values do not agree with values predicted by various theories, mentioned in [18] . Differential cross sections at various energies have been calculated using the R-matrix method and Born approximation for higher energies by Scott [19] . However, the results are given in a figure and it is not possible to compare the present results with those given in [19] . Fon et al. [20] have also calculated differential cross sections at k = 1.01, 1.05, and 1.1 using the R-matrix method and their results at 1.01 are lower than the present results at k = 1.0. 
Conclusions
Calculations for excitation of 2S state of the hydrogen atom from 1S state has been carried out in the distorted-wave approximation using the variational polarized method [9] . At low incident energies, cross sections have been calculated at a fine energy interval. Using the results between k = 0.87 and 2.0, cross sections at other k values can be obtained by interpolation. The present results compare 
Calculations for excitation of 2S state of the hydrogen atom from 1S state has been carried out in the distorted-wave approximation using the variational polarized method [9] . At low incident energies, cross sections have been calculated at a fine energy interval. Using the results between k = 0.87 and 2.0, cross sections at other k values can be obtained by interpolation. The present results compare well with those of Burke et al. [1] and agree well with the experimental result of Kauppila et al. [15] . The present results have converged to at least fifth decimal place for most low incident energies.
Acknowledgments: Thanks are extended to R.J. Drachman for helpful discussions and for critical reading of the manuscript. Thanks are also extended to A. Temkin for comments. Calculations were carried out in quadruple precision using the Discover computer at the NASA Center for Computation Science.
Conflicts of Interest:
The author declares no conflict of interest.
Appendix A
There are a number of integro-differential equations being solved for scattering functions in this calculation of the excitation of 2S state of atomic hydrogen. They can be solved by an iterative process or by a non-iterative process. A typical integro-differential equation occurring in this calculation can be written in the form:
In the noniterative method of Omidvar [21] , we let the function u(r) be of the form:
u(r) = u 0 (r) + Cu 1 (r).
The constant C represents the definite integral in Equation (A1). Substitution of u(r) in Equation (A1) gives us two equations:
Now we have two equations which can be solved easily for u 0 and u 1 . Substitution of Equation (A2) in the integral gives
and
Having solved for u 0 and u 1 , I 0 and I 1 can be calculated. From Equation (A5), we can solve for C. We obtain C = I 0 (1 − I 1 ) .
Putting u 0 , u 1 , and C in Equation (A2), the function u(r) can be calculated. The above procedure can be generalized to any number of integro-differential equations, as has been carried out in [22] , where the number of constants were 220, instead of one.
